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• What are the main barriers to bio- circular 

economic development at national and 

international scale? 

• What are the main social, environmental, economic 

risks of bio- circular economy requiring regulatory 

governance? 

• What are strengths and weaknesses of monitoring 

& scenario tools to support policy and governance 

decisions?

• How can national and international governance 

gaps towards sustainable bioeconomic futures be 

addressed?

Guiding questions
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Impressions
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Outcome
Europe
• Low fossil fuel prices and biomass constrains limit bioeconomy development

• EU policies have social and environmental implications globally

• Monitoring & Scenario tools can help, but data gaps are a challenge

North America (USA)
• Public misconception that sustainable/circular economy is incompatible with growth (exception: 

“biotechnology”)

• Challenge to coordinate across government agencies

• Develop coordinated high level national strategy on bio/circular economy

South & Central America
• Inequalities and lack of economic incentives hamper bioeconomy development

• Many opportunities, but also risks to deepen the social divide and environmental degradation 

• Build partnerships for inclusive models of (bioeconomic) growth, support green value chains, 

create long-term policies

Africa
• Lack of investment flows, inappropriate infrastructure and capacity gaps

• Poverty and inequality as major risks, but also water and land conservation needs

• Need for inclusive growth combined with regional bioeconomy hubs and measures to strengthen 

research & innovation capacities

International level
• Need to improve/align bioeconomy monitoring at international scale (definitions, methodologies)

• International coordination mechanisms (e.g. trade & environmental agreements) need to 

acknowledge regional differences 

Follow-up:

Synthesis policy brief in 

collaboration with workshop

organizers


